
PRACTISING A SPECIFIC RELIGION IS
NOT IN ITSELF AN INDICATION THAT

SOMEONE SUPPORTS FGM. 

RELIGION CANNOT EXPLAIN 
THE EXISTENCE OF THE PRACTICE

JENNY'S STORY, USA

Female Genital Mutilation 
is not linked to any particular religion

Religion is one of the

reasons most often raised

in defence of FGM, but the

practice is not obligatory in

Islam or in other religions.

NO RELIGION SAYS THAT
FGM IS OBLIGATORY

Not all Muslim communities carry

out FGM (for example, Moroccan

and Tunisian do not), while several

non-Muslim communities, Christian

or animist, do so.

Different arguments are used in favour of the practice in

different countries, ethnic groups and time periods.

Religion is sometimes included, but cannot on its own

explain the existence or durability of the practice. 

All the content comes from "Addressing common myths and

minsconceptions on FGM", a guide published by GAMS Belgium in 2017

and translated in English and re-edited by End FGM EU in 2019.

For more, check www.endfgm.eu

FGM is a traditional practice

which existed well before the

arrival of monotheistic religions. 

After people converted to these
religions, certain traditions were
integrated into religious practices.

OMAR BA, HISTORIAN

OVERTIME, WE FUSED
TRADITION AND
RELIGION. 

Video CoP FGM 

with Imam Moussé Fall

https://www.endfgm.eu/editor/files/2020/06/Jenny-USA.pdf
https://www.endfgm.eu/resources/end-fgm-network/addressing-common-myths-and-misconceptions-on-fgm/?page=2&writer=&document=&topic=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-g9p-_PJAg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-g9p-_PJAg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-g9p-_PJAg&feature=youtu.be

